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For many years I have had an assignment of some sort or other at 
the annual Purdue Road School, but none has been so gratifying as 
the one I undertake at this time. It is my very pleasant duty as chair­
man of a sub-committee of the Road School Program Committee to 
make the first presentation of an award for outstanding contribution 
to the highway field. This award has been instituted to honor its first 
recipient for his outstanding, unselfish and invaluable contributions 
through the years. It will be perpetuated by interval awards with the 
hope of encouraging and perpetuating the many outstanding character­
istics of the first recipient. Outstanding contributions at all levels of 
the industry, as well as the three levels of government, will qualify for
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future awards. I have indicated that the award in the future will be 
given at intervals. It is not contemplated that this award will be given 
annually inasmuch as it is very unlikely that there will be an annual 
“outstanding” contribution as that word “outstanding” must be under­
stood in the light of its first recipient. For there have been few who 
would qualify through the years, when measured by such a standard. 
It is with great pleasure that I present to Prof. Ben H. Petty, the Ben 
H. Petty Award.
